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preparing to march on Satara.    Ballajee Kao, who
afterwards  became   Peishwa, was  placed  at the
head of such troops as could hastily be collected
together, and opened negotiations with  Conajee,
An   accommodation   was   arrived   at,  by   which
Conajee   agreed   to   acknowledge   allegiance   to
Satara, in return for which he was confirmed in
command of the fleet, with the title of Surkheil,
and granted twenty-six forts and fortified places
with their dependent villages.*    The first result
of this treaty was a war with the Seedee, who had
enjoyed  some  of the places  in   question   for   a
number of years.    Conajee was supported by the
Satara arms, and the Seedee was forced to submit
to the loss.    To all intents and purposes, Conajee
was   now   an   independent   chief.     He was  the
recognized master of a strip of territory between
the sea and the western ghauts, extending from
Bombay harbour to Vingorla, excluding the See-
dee's territories, a tract, roughly speaking, about
two hundred and forty miles in length by forty
miles in breadth.     With his harbours strongly

* The principal forts were Kennery, Colaba, Severndroog, Vizia-
droog or Glieriali, Jyeghur, Deoghur, Manikdroog, Futtehghur,
Oocliitghurj and Yeswuntdroog.